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Preface 
Among Filipino mathematicians, interest in graph theory and combinatorics grew 
out of a seminar conducted by Claude Berge in Manila in the summer of 1975. This 
seminar was organized by the Southeast Asian Mathematical Society (SEAMS) and 
was attended by participants from Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines. Sub- 
sequently, Filipinos were given the opportunity to work with Singaporean mentors, 
notably Profs. H.H. Teh, C.C. Chen and K.M. Koh, through the efforts of Fr. 
Bienvenido Nebres, S.J. of Ateneo de Manila University and Prof. Lee Peng Yee of 
Nanyang University. Several Ph.D. theses in graph theory as well as publications of 
joint authorship resulted. 
New avenues of cooperation became available in 1983 when contact was estab- 
lished with graph theorists in Japan led by Prof. Jin Akiyama. Exchange visits 
between Filipinos and Japanese were made possible by grants from the Japan Society 
for the Promotion of Science (JSPS). Prof. Mitsuo Morimoto of Sophia University 
was instrumental in establishing this linkage. Joint research and joint publication 
ensued. In August 1990, it became possible to hold a seminar in Tokyo, the JSPS 
Workshop on Graph Theory and Combinatorics, jointly organized by Filipinos and 
Japanese. 
Contact with Australia was also established in the Eighties. This linkage was made 
possible by grants from the Australian International Universities Development Pro- 
gram (AIUDP) through the efforts of Prof. John Crossley of Monash University. 
Several Filipino Ph.D. students did thesis research in graph theory with Prof. Roger 
Eggleton of the University of Newcastle. 
The exchange with Japan and Australia has now expanded to the area 
of algebraic combinatorics with the cooperation of Prof. Eiichi Bannai of 
Kyushu University, Prof. Noboru Ito of Meijo University, Prof. Cheryl Praeger of 
University of Western Australia and Prof. Christine O'Keefe of the University of 
Adelaide. 
The conference Graph Theory and Combinatorics, Manila 1991 was aimed at further 
promoting raph theory and combinatorics as an area of research among mathema- 
ticians in Southeast Asia. The conference brought ogether 150 participants from 16 
countries. Four workshops were conducted, five plenary talks were given, and 50 
short papers were presented. Thus volume consists of the selected proceedings of the 
conference. 
We thank Prof. Peter L. Hammer for his guidance and support during the produc- 
tion of these proceedings, the authors for their cooperation, Ms. Jumela Sarmiento for 
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her able assistance. Finally, we give special thanks to the mathematicians everywhere 
who consented to be our referees. To their expertise, judgment and patience, we own 
the realization of this work. 
Norman F. Quimpo 
Mari-Jo P. Ruiz 
March 1994 
